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1
THE EXTRA SMALL

BATS

1.
20 mm The Indian Pygmy Pipistrelle Bat - Pipistrellus

mimus mimus.

2.
30-55 mm Painted Bat  - Kerivoula picta. 

3.
35-52 mm The Pungent Pipistrelle - Hypsugo mordax. 

4.
39–41 mm Hardwicke’s Forest Bat -  Kerivoula

hardwicki / The Malpas Bat.



2
THE SMALL BATS

1.
40-50 mm Indian Pipistrelle  - Pipistrellus coromandra.

2.
40–50 mm Fulvous Leaf-Nosed Bat - Hipposideros fulvus.

3.
40-135 mm Sri Lankan Leaf-Nosed Bat - Hipposideros

srilankaensis. 

4.
42-66 mm Rufous Horseshoe Bat - Rhinolophus rouxii.

5.
44-60 mm Van Hasselt’s Mouse-Eared Bat - Myotis

hasseltii.

6.
45-59 mm Cantor's Leaf-Nosed Bat - Hipposideros

galeritus. 



7.
45–59.5 mm The Dekhan Leaf-Nosed Bat - Hipposideros

brachyotus.

8.
45-60 mm Schneider’s Leaf-Nosed bat - Hipposideros

speoris.



3
THE MEDIUM SIZED

BATS

1.
50 mm The Sri Lankan Woolly Bat - Kerivoula malpasi.

2.
51-59 mm Schreiber's Long-fingered bat - Miniopterus

fuliginosus.

3.
50-55 mm The Ceylon Bi-Coloured Leaf-Nosed Bat or

Dusky Leaf-nosed bat - Hipposideros ater.

4.
50-56 mm Phillip’s Long-Fingered Bat - Miniopterus

phillipsi.



4
LARGE BATS

1.
60-70 mm Indian Pygmy bat - Pipistrellus tenuis. 

2.
60-78 mm The Lesser Yellow Bat  - Scotophilus

temminckii wroughtoni.

3.
60-80 mm Egyptian Free-Tailed bat - Tadarida

aegyptiaca.

4.
61-79 mm Tickell’s Bat - Hesperoptenus tickelli.

5.
65–75 mm The Wrinkle-Lipped Free-Tailed Bat - Mops

plicatus.



6.
65-95 mm Greater False Vampire Bat -  Megaderma

lyra.

7.67-86 mm Black-Beared Tomb Bat - Taphozous
melanopogon.



5
EXTRA LARGE BATS

1.
70 mm Lesser Woolly Horseshoe Bat - Rhinolophus

beddomei.

2.
70–127 mm Lesser Dog-Faced Fruit Bat - Cynopterus

brachyotis.

3.
73–90 mm Long-Winged Tomb Bat - Taphozous

longimanus.



6
THE DOUBLE XL SIZED

BATS

1.
80-89 mm Round-Eared Tube-Nosed Bat - Murina

cyclotis. 

2.
80-90 mm The Ceylon Great Horse-Shoe Bat -

Rhinolophus luctus sobrinus. 

3.
83 mm The Large Leaf-Nosed Bat - Hipposideros

lankadiva. 

4.
88–100 mm The Pouch-Bearing Sheath-Tailed Bat-

Taphozous Saccolaimus Crassus.

5.
89 mm Great Yellow BatScotophilus heathi.

6.
89–109 mm Short-Nosed Fruit Bat - Cynopterus sphinx. 



7
THE TRIPLE XL SIZED

BATS

1.
90 mm The Chocolate Bat - Hypsugo affinis.

2.
90 mm Kelaart’s Pipistrelle - Pipistrellus ceylonicus.

3.
100 mm The Ceylon False Vampire Bat - Megaderma

spasma ceylonense. 

4.
140 mm The Ceylon Fruit Bat - Rousettus seminudus.



8
THE MEGA BAT

1.
1200-1500 mm Common Flying Fox -

Pteropus giganteus.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

David Swarbrick is a publisher, planter, hotel ier,
hermit, and wri ter. He was born Cornish, in Colombo
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rescue a spice plantat ion that had gone feral in the
jungle. Today, as The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel, i t  has
become one of the country’s top ten boutique hotels,
run by the kindest and most professional of hospital i ty
teams, and overseen by several small schnauzers. I t
also helps fund The Ceylon Press, set up to make Sri
Lanka’s r ich and complicated story more accessible.
The Press’ books, companions, podcasts, blogs, and
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DISCOVER MORE

THE SRI LANKA PODCAST
Exploring what makes Sri Lanka, Sri Lankan at
sri lankapodcast.com.

A HISTORY OF SRI LANKA 
Sri Lanka’s serpentine his tory.

THE CEYLON PRESS COMPANIONS 
The essential things that make up the is land.

THE POCKET PROFESSOR VERY SHORT
INTRODUCTIONS
Demysti fying subjects.

ALTERNATIVE GUIDES
The places and subjects without crowds. 

CUTHBERT'S GOLDEN TREASURIES
Exploring the unexpected, in glad and random ways.

HISTORICAL ATLASES
The story of Sri Lanka through the maps of i ts forgotten
cartographers & explorers.

TINY GUIDES
A quick canter through the facts that matter most.



ABOUT THE FLAME TREE ESTATE &
HOTEL

I t ’s absolute paradise,” wrote one guest recent ly, “I
would f ly back to Sri Lanka simply to stay in this
place for a couple more days.”

Centered on a 25-acre organic spice and t imber
plantat ion, The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel has been
renovated and furnished with art & antiques, and i ts
heal thy menus fuse street food with f ine dining. I ts
1,000 high rocky hi l ls s tal led the Dutch army in
1765; and unti l  the civi l  war the estate stretched over
100 acres with 3 working elephants.

Today, i ts restored plantat ions grow cardamom,
turmeric, ginger, cloves, pepper, cocoa, rubber,
coffee, vani l la, cinnamon, coconuts, and scores of
trees from ebony to sapu – best enjoyed from the
vantage point of the hotel’s inf ini ty pool. Visi t
www.f lametreeestate.com.I t  also houses and funds
The Ceylon Press.

As a reader of this book, you natural ly quali fy for
special t reatment should your holiday ever bring you
to Sri Lanka and The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel. 

Drop the general manager a note to let him know how
you came across us and to make arrangements that
best sui t  you: GeneralManager@flametreeestate.com.
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