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1
THE CEYLON FIELD

MOUSE

The home of the Ceylon Field Mouse stretches
from Sri Lanka to Cambodia. It happily

populates almost all kinds of habitats. It is often
called the Fawn Colour Mouse for its light fur

and grows to little more than 15 centimetres in
length, nose to tail.



2
THE CEYLON

HIGHLAND LONG
TAILED TREE MOUSE

The endemic Ceylon Highland Long-Tailed Tree
Mouse is an increasingly rare creature, little

more than 21 centimetres in length, nose to tail.
It is found in Sri Lanka’s hill country, where it
lives in trees, venturing out only by night. Like

most mice, it has reddish-brown fur that
occasionally darkens and small ears.
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THE INDIAN FIELD

MOUSE

Measuring a tiny 13 centimetres in length, nose
to tail, the Indian Field Mouse is one of those
mammals of the Indian subcontinent that has

long term residency rights in Sri Lanka where it
is found almost everywhere. It is all a mouse

aims to be, with a small rounded hunched body,
lovely rounded smooth ears, and light brown to

white fur.



4
THE INDIAN HOUSE

MOUSE

The almost domesticated Indian House Mouse is
beloved of pet owners, science and, regrettably,

is regularly used in laboratories. It is widely
distributed across Asia and has become an

almost tame companion to the humans it lives
around. Rarely more than 20 centimetres in

length, nose to tail, it is one of the world's most
studied and understood mammals, its typical

behavioural characteristics itemised even down
to the differences exhibited if it lives in sandy

dunes rather than an apartment.



5
THE INDIAN LONG-
TAILED TREE MOUSE

The Indian Long-Tailed Tree Mouse is also
known as the Indian Long-Tailed Climbing

Mouse, and it is common throughout South and
Southeast Asia. It grows to little more than

twenty centimetres in length, nose to tail, and
sports reddish-brown fur that fades to white on

its underparts. It is widely distributed – but not a
creature to go out of your way to befriend, for it

is notorious for spreading the tick-borne viral
Kyasanur Forest Disease that causes headaches,

chills, muscle pain, and vomiting.



6
MAYOR’S SPINY

MOUSE

The endemic Mayor’s Spiny Mouse comes in
two (still quite widespread) variants – Mus

Mayori Mayori, which inhabits the hill country;
and Mus Mayori Pococki, which prefers the low
wetlands. Both are covered with reddish-grey fur

and have small ears. Seeing them is also a
challenge, for they are both nocturnal creatures.
One of their more interesting (albeit worrying)
points of mouse difference is their capacity to
carry quite so many other creatures on them:
from mites, ticks, and sucking lice to small

scorpions.



7
THE SRI LANKAN

SPINY MOUSE

The endemic Sri Lankan Spiny Mouse is now so
endangered that it can be seen in a few

locations. A mere maximum of 18 centimetres in
length from nose to tail, its reddish-grey back
and sides morph into white underparts, with

huge, gorgeous, smooth, scooped-out ears that
stand like parasols above large, dark eyes. 
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DISCOVER MORE

THE SRI LANKA PODCAST
Exploring what makes Sri Lanka, Sri Lankan at
sri lankapodcast.com.

A HISTORY OF SRI LANKA 
Sri Lanka’s serpentine his tory.

THE CEYLON PRESS COMPANIONS 
The essential things that make up the is land.

THE POCKET PROFESSOR VERY SHORT
INTRODUCTIONS
Demysti fying subjects.

ALTERNATIVE GUIDES
The places and subjects without crowds. 

CUTHBERT'S GOLDEN TREASURIES
Exploring the unexpected, in glad and random ways.

HISTORICAL ATLASES
The story of Sri Lanka through the maps of i ts forgotten
cartographers & explorers.

TINY GUIDES
A quick canter through the facts that matter most.



ABOUT THE FLAME TREE ESTATE &
HOTEL

I t ’s absolute paradise,” wrote one guest recent ly, “I
would f ly back to Sri Lanka simply to stay in this
place for a couple more days.”

Centered on a 25-acre organic spice and t imber
plantat ion, The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel has been
renovated and furnished with art & antiques, and i ts
heal thy menus fuse street food with f ine dining. I ts
1,000 high rocky hi l ls s tal led the Dutch army in
1765; and unti l  the civi l  war the estate stretched over
100 acres with 3 working elephants.

Today, i ts restored plantat ions grow cardamom,
turmeric, ginger, cloves, pepper, cocoa, rubber,
coffee, vani l la, cinnamon, coconuts, and scores of
trees from ebony to sapu – best enjoyed from the
vantage point of the hotel’s inf ini ty pool. Visi t
www.f lametreeestate.com.I t  also houses and funds
The Ceylon Press.

As a reader of this book, you natural ly quali fy for
special t reatment should your holiday ever bring you
to Sri Lanka and The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel. 

Drop the general manager a note to let him know how
you came across us and to make arrangements that
best sui t  you: GeneralManager@flametreeestate.com.
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