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THE FIRST
LAMBAKARNAS



1
KING

VASABHA

40th King of Anuradhapura. 46th recorded
monarch in Sri Lanka in the line running from
Prince Vijaya. 1st monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 19th
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to have died a
natural death. Reign: 67 - 111 CE. Nature of
Death: Natural.



2
KING

PANDU
VASUDEVA

Nephew of Prince Vijaya. 2nd King of
Tambapanni and Upatissa Nuwara. 3rd
monarch of the Vijayan Dynasty. Reign: 504
— 474 BCE. Nature of Death: Natural. 2nd
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to have died a
natural death.



3
KING

VANKANASIKA
TISSA

Son of King Vasabha. 41st King of
Anuradhapura. 2nd monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 47th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 20th reigning Sri
LonEan monarch to have died a natural
death. Reign: 111 - 113 CE.



A4
KING

GAJABAHU |

Son of King Vankanasika Tissa. 42nd King
of Anuradhapura. 3rd monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 48th

recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 21st reigning Sri
Lankan monarch to che died a natural

death. Reign: 113 - 135 CE.



O
KING

MAHALLAKA
NAGA

Father-in-law of King Gajabahu |, 43rd King
of Anuradhapura. 4th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 4%th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 22nd reigning
Sri Lonion monarch to have died a natural

death. Reign: 135 - 141 CE.



O
KING
BHATIKA TISSA

Son of King Mahallaka Naga. 44th King of
Anuradhapura. 5th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 50th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 23rd reigning Sri
Lonﬁon monarch to have died a natural

death. Reign: 141 - 165 CE.



/
KING

KANITTHA TISSA

Brother of King Bhatika Tissa. 45th King of
Anuradhapura. éth monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 51st
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 24th reigning Sri
LonEan monarch to have died a natural
death. Reign: 165 - 193 CE.



S
KING

CULA NAGA

Son of King Kanittha Tissa. 46th King of
Anuradhapura. 7th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 52nd
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 27th reigning Sri
Lankan monarch to have been murdgere for

the succession. Reign: 193 - 195 CE.



Q
KING

SIRI NAGA

Brother in law of King Kuda Naga. 48th
King of Anuradhapura. 9th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 54th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 25th reigning Sri
LonEan monarch to have died a natural
death. Reign: 196 — 215 CE.



10
KING

VOHARIKA
TISSA

Son of King Siri Naga. 4%th King of
Anuradhapura. 10th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 55th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 28th reigning Sri
Lankan monarch to have been murdgere for

the succession. Reign: 215 - 237 CE.



1l
KING

ABHAYA NAGA

Brother of King Voharika Tissa. 50th King of
Anuradhapura. 11th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 56th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 26th reigning Sri
LonEan monarch to have died a natural
death. Reign: 237 — 245 CE.



12
KING

SIRI NAGA I

Nephew of King Abhaya Naga. 51st King
of Anuradhapura. 12th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 57th

recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line

running from Prince Vijaya. 27th reigning Sri
LonEan monarch to have died a natural
death. Reign: 245 — 247 CE.



13
KING

VIJAYA
KUMARA

Son of King Siri Naga Il, 52nd King of
Anuradhapura. 13th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period) 58th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 29th reigning Sri
Lankan monarch to have been murdgere for

the succession. Reign: 247 — 248 CE.



14
KING

SANGHA TISSA |

53rd King of Anuradhapura. 14th monarch
of the Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period).
5%9th recorded monorcﬁ in Sri Lanka in the
line running from Prince Vijaya. 30th
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to have been

murdered for the succession. Reign: 248 -
252 CE.



10
KING

SIRI SANGHA
BODHI |

54th King of Anuradhapura. 15th monarch
of the Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period).
60th recorded monorcﬁ in Sri Lanka in the
line running from Prince Vijaya. 31st
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to have been
murdered for the succession. Reign: 252 -
254 CE.



16
KING

GOTHABHAYA

56th King of Anuradhapura. 16th monarch
of the Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period).
61st recorded monorcK in Sri Lanka in the
line running from Prince Vijaya. 28th
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to Kove died a

natural death. Reign: 254 — 267 CE.



Son of King Gothabhaya. 57th King of
Anuradhapura. 17th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 62nd
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
runninE from Prince Vijaya. 2%th reigning Sri

an monarch to have died a natural
death. Reign: 267 — 277 CE.

Lan



18
KING

MAHASENA

Son of King Gothabhaya and brother of
King Je’r’r%o Tissa |, the 58th King of
Anuradhapura. 18th monarch of the

Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 63rd

recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line

running from Prince Vijaya. 30th reigning Sri

LonEcm monarch to have died a natural

death. Reign: 277 - 304 CE.



19
KING

SIRIMEGHAVANNA

Son of King Mahasena, 5%th King of
Anuradhapura. 19th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period), 64th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 31st reigning Sri
Lankan monarch to che died a natural

death. Reign: 304 - 332 CE.



20
KING

JETTHA TISSA I

Brother of King Sirimeghavanna 60th King of
Anuradhapura. 20th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 65th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 32nd reigning
Sri Lonion monarch to have died a natural
death. Reign: 332 — 341 CE.



2l
KING

BUDDHADASA

Son of King Jettha Tissa ll, 61st King of
Anuradhapura. 21st monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 66th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 33rd reigning Sri
Lonﬁon monarch to have died a natural

death. Reign: 341 - 370 CE.



2
KING

UPATISSA |

Son of King Buddhadasa, 62nd King of
Anuradhapura. 22nd monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 67th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 32nd reigning
Sri Lankan monarch to che been murdered

for the succession. Reign: 370 — 412 CE.



23
KING

MAHANAMA

Brother of King Upatissa I, 63rd King of
Anuradhapura. 23rd monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 68th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 34th reigning Sri
LonEan monarch to have died a natural
death. Reign: 412 — 434 CE.



24
KING

SOTHTHISENA

Son of King Mahanama, é4th King of
Anuradhapura. 24th monarch of the
Lambakanna Dynasty (1st Period). 6%th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 33rd reigning Sri
Lankan monarch to have been murdered for
the succession. Reign: 434 CE.



20

QUEEN
CHATTAGAHAKA

JANTU

Stepsister to King Soththisena 3rd Queen
and 65th Monarch of Anuradhapura. 25th
monarch of the Lambakanna Dynasty (1st
Period). 70th recorded monarch in Sri Lanka
in the line running from Prince Vijaya. 34th
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to have been
murdered for the succession. Reign: 434 -

435 CE.



20
KING

MITTASENA

66th King of Anuradhapura. 26th and last
monarch of the Lambakanna Dynasty (1st
Period). 7 1st recorded monarch in Sri Lanka
in the line running from Prince Vijaya. 35th
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to have been
murdered for the succession. 8th reigning Sri
Lankan monarch to have died in Eq’r’rle.

Reign: 435 - 436 CE.



67th King of Anuradhapura. The first of the
Six Dravidian invaders of the Pandiyan
Dynasty of South India. 72nd recorded

monarch in Sri Lanka in the line runninE from

Prince Vijaya. 35th reigning Sri Lankan
monarch to have died a natural death.
Reign: 436 — 441 CE.



Ple
KING

PARINDU

Son of King Pandu, 68th King of
Anuradhapura. The 2nd of the Six Dravidian
invaders of the Pandiyan Dynasty of South
India. 73rd recorded monarch in Sri Lanka
in the line running from Prince Vijaya. 35th
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to have been
murdered for the succession. Reign: 441 CE



20
KING

KHUDDA
PARINDA

Brother of King Parindu and son of King
Pandu, the 69th King of Anuradhapura. The
3rd of the Six Dravidian invaders of the
Pandiyan Dynasty of South India. 74th
recorded monarch in Sri Lanka in the line
running from Prince Vijaya. 36th reigning Sri
LonEcm monarch to have died a natural

death. (presumed) Reign: 441 - 447 CE.



30
KING

TIRITARA

70th King of Anuradhapura. The 4th of the
Six Dravidian invaders of the Pandiyan
Dynasty of South India. 75th recorded

monarch in Sri Lanka in the line running from
Prince Vijaya. 9th reigning Sri Lankan

monarch to have died in battle. Reign: 447

CE Nature of Death: Defeated and killed by

the future king, Dhatusena.



3]
KING

DATHIYA

7 1st King of Anuradhapura. The 5th of the
Six Dravidian invaders of the Pandiyan
Dynasty of South India. 76th recorded

monarch in Sri Lanka in the line running from
Prince Vijaya. 10th reigning Sri LonEan
monarch to |have died in battle. Reign: 447 —
450 CE Nature of Death: Defeated and
killed by the future king, Dhatusena.



72nd King of Anuradhapura. The last of the
Six Dravidian invaders of the Pandiyan
Dynasty of South India. 77th recorded

monarch in Sri Lanka in the line runninE from

Prince Vijaya. 11th reigning Sri Lankan
monorcL to have diedqin battle. 36th
reigning Sri Lankan monarch to have been
murdered for the succession. Reign: 450 -

452 CE. Nature of Death: Defeated and
killed by the future king, Dhatusena.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

David Swarbrick is a publisher, planter, hotelier,
hermit, and writer. He was born Cornish, in Colombo
and raised with few concessions to modernity, raised in
India, Singapore, and the Middle East. He gained his
degrees on the Celtic fringe: at the Universities of
Wales and Stirling, prolonging an introduction to
accepted working hours for as long as possible.

He worked at News Corp’s HarperCollins UK as a
board directorfor sales, art, and marketing; at
HarperCollins India; Hachette’s consumer learning
division; and launched Oxford University Press’s first
online business, Oxford Reference Online.

When the doubtful charms of boardroom bawls and
bottom lines diminished, he returned to Sri Lanka to
rescue a spice plantation that had gone feral in the
jungle. Today, as The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel, it has
become one of the country’s top ten boutique hotels,
run by the kindest and most professional of hospitality
teams, and overseen by several small schnauzers. It
also helps fund The Ceylon Press, set up to make Sri
Lanka’s rich and complicated story more accessible.
The Press’ books, companions, podcasts, blogs, and
guides are freely available at sriolankapodcast.com.



DISCOVER MORE

THE SRI LANKA PODCAST
Exploring what makes Sri Lanka, Sri Lankan at
srilankapodcast.com.

A HISTORY OF SRI LANKA
Sri Lanka’s serpentine history.

THE CEYLON PRESS COMPANIONS
The essential things that make up the island.

THE POCKET PROFESSOR VERY SHORT
INTRODUCTIONS
Demystifying subjects.

ALTERNATIVE GUIDES
The places and subjects without crowds.

CUTHBERT'S GOLDEN TREASURIES
Exploring the unexpected, in glad and random ways.

HISTORICAL ATLASES
The story of Sri Lanka through the maps of its forgotten
cartographers & explorers.

TINY GUIDES
A quick canter through the facts that matter most.



ABOUT THE FLAME TREE ESTATE &
HOTEL

4

It's absolute paradise,” wrote one guest recently, “I
would fly back to Sri Lanka simply to stay in this
place for a couple more days.”

Centered on a 25-acre organic spice and timber
plantation, The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel has been
renovated and furnished with art & antiques, and its
healthy menus fuse street food with fine dining. Its
1,000 high rocky hills stalled the Dutch army in
1765; and until the civil war the estate stretched over
100 acres with 3 working elephants.

Today, its restored plantations grow cardamom,
turmeric, ginger, cloves, pepper, cocoa, rubber,
coffee, vanilla, cinnamon, coconuts, and scores of
trees from ebony to sapu — best enjoyed from the
vantage point of the hotel’s infinity pool. Visit
www.flametreeestate.com.It also houses and funds
The Ceylon Press.

As a reader of this book, you naturally qualify for
special treatment should your holiday ever bring you
to Sri Lanka and The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel.

Drop the general manager a note to let him know how
you came across us and to make arrangements that
best suit you: GeneralManager@flametreeestate.com.
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